
 

VOCELLIANO 
 

Church of the Ascension - 12615 N. Fountain Hills Blvd. - Fountain Hills, AZ 85268 

January 12, 2018 - 7PM 

 

A NIGHT OF HUMOR, WARMTH, PASSION, and MUSIC 
 

PROGRAM TO BE ANNOUNCED FROM STAGE 

 
 

Vocelliano, comprised of pianist, Charles Szczepanek, Terry “Bowman” Meehan on the cello, and Lisa Bustos 

Meehan at the mic, combines over 35 years of writing, recording, arranging, and performing experience to 

entertain audiences with classical masterpieces, contemporary hits, and much-loved classics from many genres. 

 

The trio’s debut album, featuring arrangements of hymns and songs of contemplation and two original songs, is 

Charles’ 4th album, following the releases of the critically acclaimed discs, Flirting with the Dragon: Sonnets and 

Serpents, Winter Day Dreaming, and Keys to the Cinema.  Charles is a prizewinner in the Jacob Flier International 

Piano Competition, the Bosendorfer International Piano Competition, the Steinway Society of Chicago’s Most 

Promising Young Artist Competition, and winner of the Concert of Soloists as a sophomore at the trio’s alma 

mater, Arizona State University.  While obtaining both his Undergraduate and Graduate degrees from ASU, under 

the instruction of Professor Robert Hamilton, Charles opened Winding Road Studios, an audio production 

company that has engineered and/or produced some of the nation’s finest performers and ensembles.  He 

continues to arrange and perform with celebrated soloists and ensembles such as the Grammy Award-winning 

Phoenix Chorale, and world-renowned tuba performer, Patrick Sheridan.  When not behind the keys, Charles can 

be found creating art in the kitchen, exploring new cities, listening to the Beatles, Billy Joel, Ariana Grande and 

spending time with fellow Vocelliano members. 

 

Terry, a native of Goshen, Kentucky, was born with a rare condition called Leber's Congenital Amaurosis, which 

causes partial or total blindness in about 1 in 80,000 of the population. (Andrea Bocelli also has LCA.) Terry was 

introduced to the cello at age 8 by Dorothy Nolen, a teacher/angel at the Kentucky School for the Blind, who 

recognized his talent and nurtured his gifts. After moving to Chandler, AZ as a teenager, Terry decided to pursue 

music at ASU.  After 3 semesters of cello performance, Terry turned his attention to becoming a physician and 

founding The Simple Gifts Ensemble, a group dedicated to bringing music to the elderly and infirm in hospice 

and care centers.  Graduating suma cum laude, Terry was accepted to the UC Davis School of Medicine and was 

awarded a full scholarship.  Throughout medical school and residency, Terry has continued to write for both cello 

and guitar, performing with various bands and ensembles throughout California, where he is completing residency 

at UC San Diego.  In his free time Terry practices Judo, a hobby that earned him a national title as a teenager. 

 

Having always loved music, Lisa began exploring the world of classical music at age 16 with inspirational 

teachers Jane Snow, Jeanne Grealish, and Mike Zenge.  Encouraged by her teachers and enticed by a full 

scholarship to Arizona State University, Lisa earned her Bachelor’s in Vocal Performance under the instruction 

of Professor Carole Fitzpatrick.  Lisa earned first and second honors each time she competed in the Music 

Teacher’s National Association auditions throughout college, and was named the MTNA’s Most Promising 

Young Artist.  She can be heard weekly at the Catholic Cathedral of San Diego, and devotes significant time to 

learning and conveying the history and technique of singing as taught by David Jones and Dr. Julia Hunt Nielsen 

to her students.  Lisa continues the work of The Simple Gifts Ensemble, bringing music to residents in both New 

Mexico and California as a hospice volunteer, and can always be found where there is sunshine, horses, trails, her 

family/dog, or ice cream. 

 

 



 

Eight years ago Lisa and Charles collaborated for the first time, and immediately recognized the joy that came 

from such work.  At the same time, Lisa signed up to accompany Terry and The Simple Gifts Ensemble.  Though 

Charles and Terry wouldn’t meet for six years, the dream of Vocelliano was incubating in Lisa’s heart.  It is with 

immense joy that they have combined their talents and passion for music and people in this vibrant trio.  Together, 

Vocelliano brings a sonic depth and fresh brand of creativity to music ranging from sacred music, to beltable 

Broadway tunes, to folk and classic rock, missing few genres in between. 

 

Arts at Ascension 2017/2018 is sponsored through the generosity of: 

 

 

 

is the official piano of Arts at Ascension. 

 

Please join us for a reception in the parish hall following the concert. 
 

Thank you to Rita Brown for handling publicity, to Corinne Butts for overseeing ticket sales, to Nancy Beck and her reception ladies, 

and to the entire parish office staff. 
 

 

JOIN US AGAIN THIS SEASON! 
 
February 9, 2018 at 7pm — Robert Spring, clarinet; with Gail Novak, piano 

 

Robert Spring has been described as "one of this country's most sensitive and talented clarinetists", 

Arizona Republic, "dazzled his audience...flawless technique", The Clarinet Magazine, and "a 

formidable soloist...played with great emotional life" Copenhagen, Denmark, Politiken.  Spring has 

performed as a recitalist or soloist with symphony orchestras and wind bands in the United States, 

Canada, Europe, Asia and South America, and has been heard in the United States on National Public 

Radio's, Performance Today.  
  

 
March 16, 2018 at 7pm — Jehanne: An Anthem (for 8 voices, piano, and narrator) 

 Written by Paul Harvey Jr.; Directed by Charles Szczepanek 
 

You are invited to join us for the world premiere of a war story, a love story, a ghost story, and a 

thriller: a true tale as it has never been told before, in the medieval musical drama entitled “Jehanne.”  

Strictly speaking, the person you know as “Joan of Arc” never existed.  But she was based on an 

historical figure named Jehanne Romée whose actual adventures and accomplishments were more 

remarkable than any fiction one could ascribe to her.  For the quarter century following her death, 

she was officially remembered as an executed witch.  Then, for no compelling reason historians can 

imagine, an aged pontiff decided to reinvestigate the strange case of Jehanne Romée and overturn 

her guilty verdict.  The phantom of a dead “sorceress” may or may not have been more than a 

metaphor for the crucial Church-establishment-altering deliberations of a beleaguered pope.  But 

either way, you are in for the ride of your life through a labyrinth of corruption and intrigue and 

valor and forbidden love.  The author, librettist, and composer of Jehanne has been called 

“America’s Storyteller.”  He is award-winning journalist, author, pianist, composer, playwright, and 

broadcaster Paul Harvey Jr. who, following a successful twelve-year career as a concert pianist, became creator, producer, 

and writer of the longest-running and most popular series in radio history The Rest of the Story®. 
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