
Join Us AGAIN This SEASON! 

March 16, 2018 at 7pm — Jehanne: An Anthem (for 8 voices, piano, and narrator) 
 Written by Paul Harvey Jr.; Directed by Charles Szczepanek 
 Featuring:   Lisa Meehan as Jehanne   Christopher Herrera as Alfonso 
   Vassili Makavos as Bishop Cauchon  Stephen Schermitzler as Alencon 
   Cora Blouch as Isabelle   Sarah Smith as Jeanette 
   Nina Garguilo as Townswoman and Chorus Josiah Hagstrom as Townsman and Chorus 

 
You are invited to join us for the world premiere of a war story, a love story, a ghost story, and a 
thriller: a true tale as it has never been told before, in the medieval musical drama entitled 
“Jehanne.”  Strictly speaking, the person you know as “Joan of Arc” never existed.  But she was 
based on an historical figure named Jehanne Romée whose actual adventures and 
accomplishments were more remarkable than any fiction one could ascribe to her.  For the quarter 
century following her death, she was officially remembered as an executed witch.  Then, for no 
compelling reason historians can imagine, an aged pontiff decided to reinvestigate the strange case 
of Jehanne Romée and overturn her guilty verdict.  The phantom of a dead “sorceress” may or 
may not have been more than a metaphor for the crucial Church-establishment-altering 
deliberations of a beleaguered pope.  But either way, you are in for the ride of your life through a 
labyrinth of corruption and intrigue and valor and forbidden love.  The author, librettist, and 
composer of Jehanne has been called “America’s Storyteller.”  He is award-winning journalist,  

author, pianist, composer, playwright, and broadcaster Paul Harvey Jr. who, following a successful twelve-year career 
as a concert pianist, became creator, producer, and writer of the longest-running and most popular series in radio 
history The Rest of the Story®.  

ROBERT SPRING 
 
Robert Spring has been described as "one of this country's most sensitive and talented clarinetists" by the Arizona 
Republic.  The Clarinet Magazine lauded Spring saying, " [he] dazzled his audience… [he has] flawless technique.”  
Politiken of Copenhagen, Denmark called him, "a formidable soloist… [he] played with great emotional 
life."  Spring's recording of Grawemeier Award winning composer Joan Tower's works for clarinet was described 
by The Clarinet Magazine as "truly outstanding… one would be hard pressed to find better performances of 
contemporary music… first rate music performed with the highest professional standards."  The Instrumentalist 
Magazine says of his recording, "Dragon's Tongue," a CD of virtuoso music for clarinet and wind band, "His 
musicality and technique make this recording a must for every CD collection."  Fanfare Magazine says of the CD, 
"Tarantelle," music that the famous violinist Jascha Heifetz recorded on violin being performed on clarinet, "This 
recording was meant to amaze and, man, it succeeds."  The American Record Guide writes about his recent recording 
of the Copland Clarinet Concerto, "Spring is fabulous in the Copland. His phrasing is elegant swing tailored with 
great flow and a  spread of tone colors and expressive subtleties. His low- and mid-range are especially warm, rich, 
and embracing and highly effective in the introduction and in the bridge to the jazzy finale.  And boy what a finale! 
The pace is neatly judged to pick up at critical junctures so that, by the end, it feels like an improvised jam session." 
 
Spring attended the University of Michigan where he was awarded three degrees, including the Doctor of Musical 
Arts degree.  He was  recently awarded the "Citation of Merit Award" from the  School of Music Alumni Society.  His 
teachers included John Mohler, David Shifrin and Paul Shaller.  Spring has performed as a recitalist or soloist with 
symphony orchestras and wind bands in the United States, Canada, Europe, Asia and South America, and has been 
heard in the United States on National Public Radio's, Performance Today.  He frequently serves as clinician and 
adjudicator and teaches on the faculties of several summer music festivals.  He has published numerous articles on 
multiple articulation and other contemporary clarinet techniques. 
  
Spring was President of the International Clarinet Association from 1998-2000 and has performed for numerous 
International Clarinet Association conventions.  He hosted the 1995 International Clarinet Association ClarinetFest at 
Arizona State University where he is presently Evelyn Smith Professor of Music in Clarinet.  Dr. Spring is also a 
guest professor at the Beijing Central Conservatory of Music and principal clarinet of the ProMusica Chamber 
Orchestra of Columbus, OH. 

Robert Spring, Clarinet 

with 

Gail Novak, piano 

 

Church of the Ascension - 12615 N Fountain Hills Blvd. - Fountain Hills, AZ 85268 
February 9, 2018 - 7PM 

 
 

PROGRAM: 
 

Czardas   Vittorio Monti 
 
Andante-Scherzo for Clarinet and Piano Paul Pierne 
 
Concert Fantasia on motives from Verdi’s Opera Rigoletto Luigi Bassi 
 
 
 

-- INTERMISSION -- 
 
 

Variations on the Carnival of Venice Girolamo Salieri 
 
Grooves for Clarinet and Piano Philip Parker 
 Bop 
 Hocket and Rock-it 
 Sultry Waltz 
 Bulgarian Blues 
 
Il Puritani  Luigi Bassi 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

is the official piano of Arts at Ascension. 
 

Please join us for a reception in the parish hall following the concert. 
 

Out of courtesy for those around you, please silence all cellular phones, watch chimes, and any other electronic devices.  Thank you! 
 

Thank you to Rita Brown for handling publicity, to Corinne Butts for overseeing ticket sales, to Nancy Beck and her reception ladies, 
and to the entire parish office staff. 
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