
Robert Hamilton, piano & 

Charles Szczepanek, piano 
Church of the Ascension - 12615 N. Fountain Hills Blvd. - Fountain Hills, AZ 85268 

November 14, 2014 - 7PM 

 

PROGRAM: 
Notturno Ottorino Respighi 

  Robert Hamilton (1879 - 1936) 

 

Sonata in B-Flat minor Paul Aurandt 

 I. Allegro (b. 1948) 

  Charles Szczepanek 

 

Pictures at an Exhibition (excerpts) Modest Mussorgsky 

 Promenade (1839 - 1881) 

 The Gnome 

 Tuileries (Children Quarreling at Play) 

 Cattle (Polish Ox Cart) 

 Promenade 

 Ballet of Unhatched Chicks in their Shells 

 Baba-Yaga's Hut on Fowl's Legs 

 Great Gate of Kiev 

  Robert Hamilton 

 

-- INTERMISSION -- 
 

Petite Suite L 65 for piano 4-hands Claude Debussy 

 I. En bateau (1862 - 1918) 

 II. Cortege 

 III. Menuet 

 IV. Ballet 

  Robert Hamilton, primo;   Charles Szczepanek, secundo 

 

Hungarian Dances WoO 1 for piano 4-hands Johannes Brahms 

 1. G minor - Allegro molto (1833 - 1897) 

 7. A Major - Allegretto - Vivo 

 4. F minor - Poco sostenuto - Vivace 

 13. D Major - Andante grazioso - Vivace 

 11. D minor - Poco andante 

 5. F-sharp minor - Allegro - Vivace 

  Charles Szczepanek, primo;   Robert Hamilton, secundo 

 
 

 

 

Please join us for a reception in the parish hall following the concert. 
 

Out of courtesy for those around you, please silence all cellular phones, watch chimes, and any other electronic devices.  Thank you! 
 

Thank you to Rita Brown for handling publicity, to Corinne Butts for overseeing ticket sales, to Nancy Beck and her reception ladies, 

and to the entire parish office staff. 



ROBERT HAMILTON 
Internationally respected pianist and recording artist Robert Hamilton has had the unusual distinction of being 

enthusiastically reviewed by two chief music critics for The New York Times. Harold C. Schonberg (who also authored 

The Great Pianists) wrote: “He is a very fine artist. All of Hamilton’s playing has color and sensitivity…one of the best of 

the million or so around.” And Donal J. Henahan reported: “It was an enthralling listening experience. We must hear this 

major talent again, and soon!” 

Mr. Hamilton’s performance career beginnings were comparatively modest, but varied. Fluent as a high school student on 

three instruments – piano, clarinet and bassoon – he performed five standard concerti representing his three solo areas. He 

studied at Indiana University with the first winner of the coveted Levintritt award, Sidney Foster, and graduated summa 

cum laude. A move to New York City brought studies with Dora Zaslavsky of the Manhattan School, additional coaching 

from legendary pianist Vladimir Horowitz, and a host of monetary awards from the Rockefeller Fund and U.S. State 

Department, launching a strong career here and abroad. Five prizes in major international competitions added more 

concerts and opportunities. 

Hamilton has made countless concert tours of four continents, appearing in the major halls of most music capitals. His 

orchestral engagements have included the Chicago Symphony, National Symphony, St. Louis Symphony, Milwaukee 

Symphony, Phoenix Symphony, Indianapolis Symphony, Grant Park Symphony, Chautauqua Symphony and S.O.D.R.E. 

An appearance at the great hall of the Moscow Conservatory brought a ten-minute standing ovation, and he made an 

appearance in St. Petersburg that was televised across Russia. Mr. Hamilton has been heard over numerous radio networks 

including NPR, ABC, BBC London, Voice of America, Armed Forces Network, DRS Zurich and Radio Warsaw. He has 

recorded for Phillips, Orion and Summit Records. A recent 2004 Summit release brought this comment from Audiophile 

Audition: “Hamilton has a blazingly brilliant approach to this repertory, delivering very powerful and often breathtaking 

interpretations. Exposure to these performances will make any future hearing of the works seem pallid.” The American 

Record Guide added this: “Hamilton’s playing is full of integrity, rare brilliance and grandeur. This is a pianist I would 

like to have studied with.” 

Hamilton currently has an exciting class of international students at ASU, and has given master classes throughout the 

world. Featured in the book The Most Wanted Piano Teachers in the USA, Mr. Hamilton also served as Artistic Director 

of the London Piano Festival during the 1990s. Since the year 2000, he has joined with Vladimir Feltsman and a 

distinguished group of prominent international pianists each July for PianoSummer in New York. Robert Hamilton is an 

official Steinway Artist. 

 

CHARLES SZCZEPANEK 
Pianist from the age of 3, Charles Szczepanek has enjoyed performing internationally for diverse audiences. Szczepanek 

was a prizewinner in the Jacob Flier International Piano Competition, as well as the Bösendorfer International Piano 

Competition. He has also been heard performing and interviewing live on public radio around the United States. 

Additional personal achievements include recognition from Steinway and Sons for “Outstanding Piano Performance,” as 

well as awards in music composition, ensemble direction, and vocal performance. Szczepanek studied under the primary 

tutelage of Professor Robert Hamilton (ASU) and Dr. Daniel Paul Horn (Wheaton College Conservatory) and has also 

studied with such notables as Vladimir Feltsman, Alexander Korsantia, Susan Starr, Phillip Kawin, and Paul Ostrovski. 

 

Szczepanek’s first album, “Flirting with the Dragon: Sonnets and Serpents” was released on Soundset Recordings in 2011 

and debuted works by Paul Aurandt, better known as Paul Harvey Jr: the creator of “The Rest of the Story” radio show. 

The album received critical acclaim with Fanfare Magazine noting, “This is beautiful playing” and American Record 

Guide saying, “Szczepanek is an accomplished interpreter of romantic piano… his playing is bold, powerful, and agile.” 

In October of 2013, he released “Winter Day Dreaming,” an album of freshly arranged Christmas melodies and original 

holiday songs for solo piano. The album was named Indie Music Digest’s pick of the week in December of 2013. Critic 

Cyrus Rhodes stated, “Winter Day Dreaming by Charles Szczepanek is a brilliant collection of music. It’s a pleasure to 

hear many of these Christmas classics assembled together via this timeless collection.” Blogger and critic Andrea Guy 

wrote, “In a world where big and flashy things are all the norm, Charles Szczepanek delivers a holiday album that is just 

the opposite. This album is beautiful in all its simplicity. One man, one piano and eleven songs that will fill you with 

holiday spirit even in the middle of summer.” 

 

Szczepanek currently resides in Phoenix, Arizona where he arranges music for artists around the world; notably Paul 

Harvey Jr., Anna Graceman, finalist on NBC’s “America’s Got Talent,” and most recently the Anchorage Symphony 

Orchestra. He directs 2 chamber vocal ensembles and continues to compose and perform. 


